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Further honour for Leah
Manning

by Ron Bill

Dame Leah Manning, who was the MP for the
Epping constituency, including Harlow, from
1945 to 1950, continues to be commemorated.

Leah Manning.

In 1998 a new building at Cambridge
Regional College was named after her. In
2002 a square in Bilbao was named Plaza
Mrs Leah Manning, to commemorate her
efforts in evacuating the 3,800 children from
Bilbao in 1937 during the Spanish Civil War.

The latest honour came on Friday 9 March
2007 when a room at Homerton College,
Cambridge, was named the Leah Manning
Room. Ron Bill and Stan Newens, authors of
the book, “Leah Manning”, spoke to
assembled guests about her life and work,
particularly in Cambridge and Harlow.

Natalia Benjamin spoke about Leah
Manning’s role in organising the evacuation
of the Basque children, and how the children
arrived at Southampton and were dispersed
in “colonies” around the country. Some
stayed at what was called the Leah Manning
House at Theydon Bois and a number were in
the Cambridge colony, initially situated at
Pampisford Rectory and later moving to
Station Road in Cambridge.

Antonio Gallego, who was one of the nifios
in the Cambridge colony, was a guest at the
event.

Last year, 2006, was the centenary of
Leah’s enrolment as a student for teacher
training at Homerton College. The college
fellows and trustees agreed to commemorate
this event with a room bearing her name. So,
a century on, she is honoured and
commemorated by her former college —a
splendid and deserved gesture.

Leah was one of a formidable generation of
women who made a major contribution to
the political and social advances of the 20th
century. She was a determined, resolute and
persistent advocate, always willing to help
the humble and do battle with the mighty.
She wanted a better and fairer society and a

peaceful world. Our best tribute to her is to
continue to work for the many things she
campaigned for throughout her busy,
interesting and worthwhile life.
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